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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To minimize the power consumption by lighting an 
illuminating means 

and operating a decoding means only during actual bar code 
operation . 

CONSTITUTION: When depression of a read start indicating 
switch 14 is detected, 

a read start indicating circuit 10 is- set to the stop state 
after outputting a 

read start indication signal 18 to a contact detecting 
circuit 4 and a timer 

circuit 7. The contact detecting circuit 4 is started from 
the stop state by 

this signal and is set to the standby state in which the 
circuit 4 checks 

whether a bar code reader is brought into contact with a 
bar code medium 15 or 

not. * If the bar code can be read, a contact detection 
signal 17 is generated 

to start an illuminating circuit 3, a light receiving 
circuit 2, a decoder 

circuit 5, and a retry counter 6. Then, reflected light 




02/04/2002, EAST Version: 1.03.0002 



proportional to white 

and black bars of the bar code printed on the bar code 
medium 15 is inputted to 

the light receiving circuit 2 and is converted to a bar 
code signal 16 

corresponding to the bar code scan time and is inputted to 

the decoder circuit 

5. 
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